Hillndale VFD – Firefighter Safety, Survival, and Rescue
Training - December 11, 2004

Introduction – Many of our collective experiences in the fire service have been rewarding and satisfying; this is why we are here today still doing it.  Some things we all hope and strive to do in the line of duty are save a structure or civilian from destruction by fire.  One of the things that would probably fall at the end of the list of things we want to do is save ourselves or our fellow firefighters when we get trapped in a hazardous environment.  The main theme of this training is to provide some skills, ideas, and experience that may help you escape from a structure in such a situation or rescue a firefighter unable to self-rescue.  When changing fire or structural conditions have you trapped or disoriented, you have to rely on your training, experience, and what tools and equipment you brought in with you to attempt to self rescue.  At the same time, (ideally) an organized RIT will be activated and attempt to locate and assist in your rescue.  The goal of this training is that all in attendance will learn something new and that this may help us prevent a firefighter fatality from ever happening.
Tools and their uses - Bring from the truck on every call!

· The Irons (the Halligan and a flat-head Ax) – forcible entry, extension of arm in search, wall/ceiling breech (for both overhaul and escape), anchor point for rappelling, self defense, and basically cutting, pulling, prying, or bracing anything as need be.

· Flashlights (even in daylight) – provides improved visibility in smoke environment

· Radio – at least one member of every company, but ideally one for everybody

· Rope (5-10’ utility and >50’ life safety) – anchoring butt of ladder, efficient two-man search, second-story escape, hauling another firefighter across or through a floor

· Webbing (10-20’x1”) – makeshift slings and harnesses, anchoring

· Water source (Handline or Water Can) – extinguishment and protection while moving near the fire

· Small hand tools – Including wire cutters, knife, wedges, personal flashlights, etc.

RIT Staging area tools (in addition to those above)

· Spare air bottles!

· Chainsaw and K-12 (if available)

· Sledge hammer(s), battering ram (if available), piercing nozzle (if available)

· Attic ladder

· Short pike pole or Denver tool (if available)

· More hand tools: Bolt cutters, wire cutters, tin snips, etc. – empty the tool box!

Structural Fire Scenarios - First few minutes on scene - to do list

1. Brief Initial Report (BIR)

2. Initiate rescue of any obviously trapped occupants

3. Search for any victims

4. Advance line(s) to confine fire
5. Establish RIT – ladder the building as necessary

6. Complete primary search and any necessary rescue

7. Extinguish fire

8. Overhaul, secondary search,  

9. Disband RIT
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Evaluation – See what you learned

Circle the correct answer(s) – there are no trick questions!
1) What items should your crew have in hand or pocket every time you get off the rig?


a) Irons (Halligan and Ax)


b) portable radio


c) PASS device


d) hose or water can


e) flashlight


f) all of the above

2)  What tools are appropriate for a RIT team to have ready to use in their staging area?


a) Irons (Halligan and Ax)


b) portable radio and flashlight


c) chain saw


d) sledge hammer


e) bolt cutters / wire cutters


f) all of the above

3) Which fireground task has the highest priority?


a) salvage


b) overhaul


c) picture-taking for HVFD webpage


d) fire extinguishment


e) public relations


f) rescue of trapped firefighters or occupant

4) What should you do if your escape route is cut off by structural collapse or fire?


a) attempt to find an alternate route of egress


b) contact command via radio, give position, and request assistance


c) attempt to self rescue using any of the techniques presented today


d) activate PASS device


e) conserve air by regulating breathing


f) all of the above, depending on the situation

5) What are some considerations that determine whether a downed firefighter should be rapidly removed from a structure or whether they should be stabilized first?


a) extend or severity of their injuries (life-threatening or not)


b) danger of fire spread in vicinity


c) danger of structural collapse


d) amount of air left in pack


e) directions from command


f)  all of the above
